[Tuberculous pericarditis: diagnostic value of adenosine deaminase].
Adenosine desaminase activity was measured in the pericardiac fluid of 35 patients with pericarditis of undetermined origin who were operated upon for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes. The causes of pericarditis fell into 6 categories: I, tuberculosis (8 cases); II, idiopathy (17 cases); III, neoplasia (6 cases); IV, purulent bacterial infection (2 cases); V, constriction (2 cases) and VI, radiotherapy (1 case). The highest mean adenosine desaminase value (143 U/l) was found in group I. Other values were 34 in group II, 48 in group III and 45 in groups IV to VI. There was a statistically significant difference in this respect between group I and the other groups (P less than 0.0001). If 60 U/l is taken as discriminant value for the diagnosis of tuberculous pericarditis, then the adenosine desaminase value has a 100 percent sensitivity and an 80 percent specificity. Measuring this value therefore is a very promising procedure.